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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following doctrine has been submitted to the public 
within the narrow limits of a paper to a society, although 
entirely new, in the hopes that it may meet the eye of the 
scientific and learned observer, who, appreciating it, may be 
induced to employ his talents and learning, in supplying its 
numerous deficiencies ; for it is by the exertions of such, and 
impartial inquirers only, that truth may be expected to tri- 
umph over the prejudices of the ignorant, interested, and 
superstitious. 

We should not have submitted it to the world at all, had 
we not been convinced of its truth, and were not Us princi- 
ple supported by the philosophical observations of the high 
authorities of Shakespear, Darwin, Helvetius, Bolingbroke, 
Cato, and many other eminent philosophers. With these 
authors we maintain that ^^the mind is not a product of 
organisation, but an acquisition ;" our explanation of the 
formation and nature of the mind, therefore, is in full ac. 
cordance with scripture. Dr. Darwin, b^lie^^ as he did, 
with the authors to whom We have just alludea',>that ^^ the 
mind is as much an object of physics as the body," ascribed 
its production to various animal motions occasioned by the 
stimulus of external objects upon the ey«, whereby the fibres 
of the retina contract or .elongate themselves, so as to give 
rise to various sensations or ideas. This opinion, however, 
is by no means tenable, and does not seem to have been 
adopted. The object of the following lines is to explain the 
nature and formation of the mind, on the same principle, 
but in a different manner ; whereby it will be« shewn^ ccn- 
trary to common opinion, that the bvain has nothing to do 
with the formation of thft mind. 



ON THE FORMATION OF IDEAS. 
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If 0tlier subjects ave said to be in^rtant, and are suf- 
fered to occupy a large share of our thoughts, surely 
this upon which we are about to treat, being as it is the 
tree from which all other branches of knowledge are 
derived, must be deserving of our imdivided attention 
and unwearied research ; for our ideas of what is im- 
portant, and consequently our principles, as we shall 
have occasion to shew hereafter, depend very much 
up<m the nature of our views of the mind. Besides, if 
we are ignorant of the nature of the mind, and know 
not its origin, formation, and limits, we shall be in 
similar circumstances with him who, possessing a va. 
luabW machine, and- being ignorant of its nature, knows 
not the uses of the parts which compose it ; for, as he 
ean; neither apply it to the purposes for which it was 
designed, nqf discover when it is in repair or out of 
repair, nor detect the errors or faults of it, or those of 
his neighbour's, which is formed upon similar princi. 
pies, so he who is not familiar with the nature of the 
mind, cannot determine the boundaries of knowledge, 
nor the most effectual means of acquiring it> much less 
is he able to distinguish truth from errors 
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